Whatever the provocation, Gandhiji advised the Hindus
and Sikhs not to retaliate.
The facts seemed to be that Pakistan was at the
back of the attack on Kashmir. The Union troops had
gone there at the call of the people of Kashmir as well
as the Maharaja to help them in defending the beautiful
valley. He considered Sheikh Abdulla to be the real
head of Kashmir. Everyone who had been to Kashmir
had told him what an unrivalled hold the Sheikhsaheb
had on the Muslim masses and the few non-Muslims in
Kashmir. In these days an Indian prince could remain
one only as the titular head even as the English king was.
THE JAMMU INCIDENT
He had heard of the murders of numberless Mus-
lims and abduction of Muslim girls in Jammu. The
Maharajasaheb must own the responsibility. The Dogra
troops were under his direct control. He had not yet
become the mere constitutional head and, therefore, he
must be held responsible for all the acts, good or bad,
of people under his rule. Sheikh Abdulla had been to
Jammu and had tried to allay passions. He would advise
the Maharaja to step aside along with his Minister in
view of what had taken place in Jammu and give the
fullest opportunity to Sheikh Abdulla and the people
of Kashmir to deal with the situation. Such a graceful
act would become him as the head of a very great and
important State in India.
PRIDE OF PAKISTAN
Pakistan was proud of being the biggest Islamic
Power in the world. But they could not be proud of
themselves unless they ensured justice to every single
Hindu and Sikh in that State.
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